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Swan Suage Senea
278 Nanale Ctberute

SBeaford, Hio 44746 .
Mr. Wayne Blankenship, Assistant Superintendent 15 June, 2002
Nordonia Hills City Schools
9370 Olde Eight Road
Northfield, Ohio 44067

Dear Mr. Blankenship,

My tenth grade daughter was a student in Mrs. Barb McMichael’s honors physics class during the 2001-
2002 school year. I cannot begin to tell you how impressed I was as a parent and as a teacher with the
effort, the enthusiasm, and the concern for each and every student that Mrs. McMichael showed all year
long:

Mrs. McMichael was available every day for extra help. She deliberately had kids start homework
problems during the last few minutes of class so that she could see who was struggling and needed extra
attention.

On Open House Night last September, Barb must have “read” those expressions of terror on some of our
faces as parents. She re-assured us that a big part of physics is teaching kids how to think, to problem
solve, to apply math and science concepts after careful reading and re-reading the problem. She made it
clear that she was there to help every student; no student would fail who was willing to work and to avail
himself/herself to the extra help that was always available.

Even though Barb has two small children to%xt/f to school, she held special 7:15 A.M. sessions on the
mornings of tests and quizzes. The kids attended these sessions because it helped them solidify concepts
and review. But as a wise mom and veteran teacher, Barb also held these sessions because it helped kids
manage test anxiety, and it reminded them that their teacher wanted them to be successful.

Mrs. McMichael very quickly “sized up” the entering skill levels of her physics students. She made sure
that lab partners were fairly distributed, so that the kids with special “science gifts and talents” were
expected to help out lab partners who were less adept.

And in closing, I want to thank Mrs. McMichael for her warmth, her patience, and her sense of humor
in dealing with adolescents. Her consistently upbeat attitude and enthusiam for her chosen field of
expertise is contagious. Iam extremely grateful to Barb for going the extra mile for every one of her
students each and every day.




