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Topic: Poetry and Short Stories through Literature Circles
Subject(s): English Language Arts

Days: 25

Grade(s): 7th

How is reading comprehension 
enhanced through the shared reading experience of a 

Literature Circle? 

Literature Circle Jobs Shared Reading Discussions

How will each member of the Literature 
Circle attempt to enhance understanding 
for others in the group? (A)

How will the group use multiple reading 
opportunites to enhance 
their comprehension  and analysis of the 
reading passage?  (A)

 How will the group organize the discussion 
time to enhance their understanding of the 
reading passage?  (A)

predictor, questioner, clarifier, visualizer, 
connector, summarizer

silent reading, partner reading, group 
reading, choral reading

discussion

Additional Information:

Key Learning:
 that shared reading experiences enhance comprehension

that Latin root words are a learning key (a building block) to many other unknown 
words

that quality literature employs identifible literary elements and devices

Unit Essential Question(s):

Concept: Concept: Concept:

Lesson Essential Question(s): Lesson Essential Question(s): Lesson Essential Question(s):

Vocabulary: Vocabulary: Vocabulary:

Attached Document(s):
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Concept: Literature Circle Jobs

predictor - The person in the literature circle who is responsible for making, and getting others to 
make, reasonable predictions as the read the passage.  This should be done before, during and 
after reading.
questioner - The person in the literature circle who is responsible for asking, and gettting others 
to ask, appropriate questions as they read the passage.  This should be done before, during, and 
after reading,
clarifier - The person in the literature circle who is responsible for breaking down difficult text and 
concepts into simpler or more meaningful chunks of information.  The clarifier should also elicit 
other group members to identify difficult text and concepts which are in need of clarification.  The 
clarifier will encourage other members help to do the clarifying.  Clarifying new vocabulary terms 
and the author's use of literary devices is important here.  Clarifiying is done during and after 
reading.
visualizer - The person in the literature circle who is responsible for making, and getting others to 
make, clear sensory images of the text.  This is sometimes accomplished through artistic 
representation, discussion, or other sensory exploration techniques.  This should be done during 
and after reading.
connector - This person is responsible for making, and getting others to make, meaningful 
connections to the text.  The connectorencourages text-to-self, text-to-text, and text-to-world 
connections during and after reading.
summarizer - This person is responsible for summarizing, and getting others to summarize, the 
content of the passage.  This should be done during and after reading.  A key to good 
summarization is the ability to extrapolate a passage's theme.

Concept: Discussions

discussion - when several individuals work together to BOTH listen and speak about what is 
important to the topic being talked about.  The goal of a group discussion is to explore deeper 
levels of meaning.

Concept: Shared Reading

silent reading - when each group member reads the passage in their mind
partner reading - when the group breaks into pairs---one partner whisper reads while the other 
partner reads along silently 
group reading - when the group has one or more members read the passage out loud while 
others read along silently
choral reading - when the group reads all, or portions, of the text in unison


