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Curriculum: Heather Borden  Learning-Focused Toolbox 
 
Teacher / Team Name:  Mrs. Borden/Mrs. Anderson

Date: December 5, 2013 ET

Topic: English 9 Units 3 & 5 Poetry - Beauty and Epic Poetry
Subject(s): English Language Arts

Days: 30

Grade(s): 9th

How are poetic elements/devices used to engage 

readers?  

 Poetic Elements/Devices
9-10.R.L.4, 9-10.L.3, 9-10.S.5

Poetic Analysis/Kinds of Poetry
9-10.R.L.4, 9-10.W.9, 9-10.S.5

Epic Poetry - Heroism
9-10.R.L.2, 9-10.R.L.3, 9-10.S.3

How does the reader identify rhyme scheme and 
meter of poems? (A)

9-10.R.L.4

How do we define and explain poetic devices, 
such as alliteration, assonance, consonance, and 
enjambment, and describe the ways in which 
they help reveal the theme(s) of the poem? (ET)

9-10.R.L.4

How do we recognize and explain the 
distinguishing characteristics of various kinds of 
poetry, such as ballads, odes, lyric poetry, blank 
verse, haiku, and sonnets? (A)

9-10.R.L.4

How do we describe how poetry differs from 
prose and explain why authors would choose 
one form over another for a particular purpose?
(A)

9-10.R.L.4

How can the reader identify, define and offer 
examples of various forms of poetry? (A)

9-10.W.9, 9-10.S.5

Are epic heroes brave, smart, or lucky?  (A)

9-10.R.L.2, 9-10.R.L.3, 9-10.S.3

alliteration, analogy, assonance, ballad, 
consonance, diction, enjambment, figurative 
language
, heroic couplet
, imagery, meter, rhyme, rhyme scheme
, rhythm

Blank Verse
, Free Verse
, Octet, Sestet, Dramatic Poetry
, Lyric Poetry
, Narrative Poetry
, Ode, Sonnet (Petrarchan, Shakespearean)
, Iambic Pentameter

The Classical Epic Poem
, Epic Poetry
, Narrative Poetry

Key Learning:

• Poetry is different than prose
• Poetic Elements
• The power and expressive potential of imagery and other kinds of figurative language
• Epic poetry - Heroism

Unit Essential Question(s):

Concept: Concept: Concept:

Lesson Essential Question(s): Lesson Essential Question(s): Lesson Essential Question(s):

Vocabulary: Vocabulary: Vocabulary:
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 Informational Writing - Compare 

& Contrast
9-10.W.2c, 9-10.W.2, 9-10.W.4, 9-10.W.2a, 9-10.W.2b, 9-10.W.

2f, 9-10.W.2d

C.E.1.1.1 Write with a sharp controlling point and an 
awareness of the audience and expository task.

How do writers use precise language, stylistic 
techniques, and a variety of sentence structures 
to develop
and maintain an appropriate, objective tone? 
C.E.1.1.4 (A)

9-10.W.2c

How do writers demonstrate an understanding 
of an exposition's purpose with relevant 
information, content, and details? C.E.1.1.2 (A)

9-10.W.2, 9-10.W.4

How do writers use appropriate organizational 
strategies for expository writing (e.g., compare/
contrast,
cause/effect, problem/solution, process 
analysis)? C.E.1.1.3 (A)

9-10.W.2, 9-10.W.2a, 9-10.W.2b, 9-10.W.2c, 9-10.W.2f, 
9-10.W.4

How do writers create an expository piece with 
a sharp controlling point and an awareness of 
the audience and expository task? C.E.1.1.1 (A)

9-10.W.2a, 9-10.W.2d, 9-10.W.4

Additional Information:
 Listening to Poetry:Sounds of the Sonnet (National Endowment for the Humanities) (RL.9-10.4, RL.9-10.5)

While teaching some of the formal terms used to describe sonnets will be one of the aims of this lesson, our starting point and central focus 
throughout will be learning to appreciate the sounds of poetry. At the heart of the lesson are its seven sound experiments, designed to help students 
understand how form, meter, and rhythm all combine to shape our experience of poetry, and the meanings we derive from it.
Favorite Poem Project: http://www.favoritepoem.org/favoritepoem/videos.html 
From the Academy of American Poets: http://www.poets.org/

Concept: Concept: Concept:

Lesson Essential Question(s): Lesson Essential Question(s): Lesson Essential Question(s):

Vocabulary: Vocabulary: Vocabulary:

Attached Document(s):

http://edsitement.neh.gov/view_lesson_plan.asp?id=365
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Concept:  Poetic Elements/Devices

alliteration - 
analogy - 
assonance - 
ballad - 
consonance - 
diction - 
enjambment - 
figurative language
- 
heroic couplet
- 
imagery - 
meter - 
rhyme - 
rhyme scheme
- 
rhythm -

Concept: Poetic Analysis/Kinds of Poetry

Blank Verse
- 
Free Verse
- 
Octet - 
Sestet - 
Dramatic Poetry
- 
Lyric Poetry
- 
Narrative Poetry
- 
Ode - 
Sonnet (Petrarchan, Shakespearean)
- 
Iambic Pentameter
-

Concept: Epic Poetry - Heroism

The Classical Epic Poem
- 
Epic Poetry
- 
Narrative Poetry
-


