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3.3a Classic Starts Peter Pan   SNAP (25)    

Classic Starts Peter Pan  Audio Book Audio Mp3  

3.3b Aesop’s Fables / Jerry Pinkney SNAP (30)  

Lon Po Po: A Red-riding Hood story from China / Ed Young SNAP (DVD) http://www.teachingbooks.net/qlxxt6h 
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GRADE 3: MODULE 2B: UNIT 1: LESSON 2 

“Discovering Culture”  (2 Pages) 
 

Culture refers to a group’s way of life, or how they do things. The culture of a community is the way of 

life for a group that has been passed from one generation to the next.  

 

Every community in the world has a culture. Culture is reflected in how a community—a group of 

people—has lived in the past and how they live now. It is a collection of many things like the members 

of the community, languages spoken, customs and traditions, and religious beliefs and practices. These 

are preserved in the present, and given to future generations. From ancient civilizations to the present, 

there are ways to discover what a group of people believe in, what they value as important, and how 

they live their lives. 

 

A custom is an accepted way of doing something or an accepted way of behaving that is special to a certain 

group, a certain place, or a certain time. It is something done regularly. Customs are one way to learn about a 

community’s culture. For example, in America when people meet for the first time, it is a custom to shake right 

hands firmly, make eye contact, and introduce yourself. It is also a custom in the United States to stand, face the 

flag, and place your right hand over your heart when the “Pledge of Allegiance” is recited. Some cultures have 

customs that are special ways of celebrating birthdays or specific ways to greet each other. 

 

 

 

 

Expeditionary Learning is seeking permission for these images. We will post an updated version of the lesson 

once permission is granted. 

 

English tradition of dancing around the 

maypole 

“Pledge of Allegiance” Fireworks on the Fourth of July 
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 “Discovering Culture” 

 

A tradition is a behavior or action that has been handed down from a previous generation. There are 

many different types of traditions. Examples include family traditions, social traditions, patriotic 

traditions, and religious traditions. The traditions of a group or community can tell a lot about their 

culture. Traditions can often relate to the way a holiday is celebrated. For example, May Day is a spring 

holiday celebrated in many countries in the northern hemisphere, and one May Day tradition is to 

dance in costume around a Maypole. The Matabele women in Zimbabwe, Africa, are known for their 

detailed beadwork. It is a tradition for this skill to be passed from generation to generation, and it helps 

them make a living. 

 

Customs and traditions are some ways to find evidence of a community’s culture. Each of these 

captures part of ‘the story’ that allows us to know what a group of people believes in, what they value as 

important, and how they live their lives. 

 

Glossary  

culture: the way of life for a group that has been passed from one generation to the next 

custom: a common practice followed by people in a group; a way of doing something that is 

repeated 

generation all the people living at the same time or of approximately the same age 

tradition: a behavior or action handed down from a previous generation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Discovering Culture 

Written by Expeditionary Learning for Instructional Purpos 
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Exploring Countries: France    (4 pages) 

Excerpts 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grack, Rachel. "Exploring Countries: France." Bellwether Media. Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

2011. ISBN:9781600144806 NYS Common Core ELA Curriculum • G3:M2B:U2:L16 • December 2013 •  

  



 

 

GRADE 3: MODULE 2B: UNIT 2: LESSON 16 

Exploring Countries: France 

Excerpts 

 
 
Grack, Rachel. "Exploring Countries: France." Bellwether Media. Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

2011. ISBN:9781600144806 NYS Common Core ELA Curriculum • G3:M2B:U2:L16 • December 2013 •  

  



 

 

GRADE 3: MODULE 2B: UNIT 2: LESSON 16 

Exploring Countries: France 

Excerpts 

 
 
Grack, Rachel. "Exploring Countries: France." Bellwether Media. Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

2011. ISBN:9781600144806 NYS Common Core ELA Curriculum • G3:M2B:U2:L16 • December 2013 •  

  



 

 

GRADE 3: MODULE 2B: UNIT 2: LESSON 16 

Exploring Countries: France 

Excerpts 

 
 
Grack, Rachel. "Exploring Countries: France." Bellwether Media. Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

2011. ISBN:9781600144806 NYS Common Core ELA Curriculum • G3:M2B:U2:L16 • December 2013 •  
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The Republic of Iraq 
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Soccer Mania  (1 Page) 

 

By Cynthia Hatch 

1. Few countries have a shape that is easier to remember than Italy's. The Italian peninsula looks just 

like a boot kicking a ball. What's the ball? It is the neighboring island of Sicily. But that's not the best 

part. Can you guess which sport is Italy's national sport? That's right--soccer. 

 

2. Is it a coincidence that this boot-shape country is home to soccer, called il 

calcio in Italian, as its national pastime? No. Italians love soccer. For some 

Italians, watching soccer is like breathing. Soccer became popular in the 

1930s, when Mussolini, Italy's prime minister, believed that a great 

Italian soccer team would be a source of national pride. Mussolini had 

many soccer stadiums built and teams formed in Italy, and the sport's 

popularity followed. 

(See picture, "Soccer Players.") 

 

3. Italian children start playing soccer in school yards, public squares, and quiet streets at an early age. 

Many children dream of playing in one of Italy's soccer leagues. Some of the best teams are SS Lazio, 

AS Roma, AC Milan, Juventus, and AC Fiorentina. But soccer appeals to many Italians, not just 

young dreamers. In fact, Italy's current Prime Minister, Silvio Berlusconi, owns AC Milan. 

 

4. Some of the world's best soccer players are Italian. 

International soccer star Roberto Baggio calls Italy home. Italy has won 

the World Cup three times--in 1934, 1938, and 1982. Italy has made it 

to the World Cup finals at least ten times, and in 1990 it hosted the 

event. 

(See picture, "Soccer Fans at 2005 Champions League.") 

 

5. Italians take their soccer very seriously. After a victory, fans will sing songs, wave flags, and take the 

celebration out into the streets. Sometimes after a win, fans will rush onto the field and even hug and 

kiss the players. But a team's losses can make the fans angry. When the national team came home 

from their 1986 World Cup defeat, fans met the players at the airport. They weren't there to offer 

them support or soothe their wounds. The angry fans were there to boo them! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Faces issue: Italy, © 2005 Cobblestone Publishing Company, published by Cobblestone Publishing, 30 Grove Street, Suite C, Peterborough, NH 03458. All 

Rights Reserved. Used by Permission of the publisher. www.cobblestonepub.com 
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The Ancient Art of Rangoli  (3 Pages) 

By Shruti Priya and Katherine Darrow  
  

1. More than 5,000 years ago, people living in the Indus Valley of northern India decorated the floors 

and walls of their homes with elaborate designs of flowers, birds, or geometric patterns. This ancient 

tradition, known as Rangoli, is practiced today throughout India as an important part of festivals and 

celebrations. In southern India, women and children still make Rangoli every morning on the 

threshold of their homes. They perform this daily ritual to welcome guests and bring good luck to the 

family. 

  

2. Rang is the Hindi word for "color," but throughout the country, 

different styles of Rangoli are known by other names. The brilliant, 

colored powders used to make Rangoli are made from finely ground rock 

powder, spices, and other kinds of dyes mixed with rice flour. Turmeric, a 

spice commonly used in Indian cooking, gives a bright yellow. Indigo is a 

deep blue made from the leaves of a shrub. Vermillion red is made from 

grinding up a mineral called cinnabar. Plain white rice flour is also part of the color spectrum in 

Rangoli. 

  

3. Festivals such as Diwali, or "Festival of Lights," call for a special Rangoli inviting Lakshmi, the 

Hindu goddess of wealth, to people's homes. Lakshmi is believed to visit households that have been 

well cleaned and beautifully decorated. The whole family helps to complete the big Rangoli by filling 

colors in the intricate patterns. A special impression of Lakshmi's footprint is made by dipping the side 

of a fist into the rice paste, and then adding toes using fingertips. 

  

4. There are no fixed rules to making Rangoli. Why not try your hand at making one with ordinary 

materials that you have around the house. 
 

 
 
Glossary 

Hindi is the national language of India. 
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Make Your Own Rangoli! 

 

1. Plan your design 

Sketch the design, after planning it in your head or referring to the web/books for ideas. 

  

2. Gather colors for sprinkling 

You can use white rice or sawdust dyed with food coloring, dried flower petals, brightly colored spices, 

or plain white flour. Colored sand can also be purchased at many craft shops. Anything that flows easily 

through your fingers will work well. 

  

3. Find a place to make your Rangoli 

Patios, sidewalks, or a driveway near the entrance of your home are good spots where there is not too 

much foot traffic and your artwork can be admired by friends and family. You can also use a cardboard 

or poster board as the base for an indoor piece. 

  

4. Sweep the area clean with a broom 

One of the intentions of Rangoli is to welcome visitors, both human and spiritual, to your home. 

Taking care to clean your home is one way to honor your guests. 

  

5. Outline your design 

Using your thumb and forefinger, sprinkle the outline of your design with your lightest color. 

  

Or, make a grid 

Another tradition, called kolam, begins with a grid of white dots, made with a small pinch or sprinkle, 

which is then followed by connecting the dots with lines and loops in a symmetrical pattern. 

  

6. Fill in your design 

Carefully fill in the shapes you have outlined with as many different colors as you like. One way to fill 

large areas is to put the color in a cone made of newspaper, using your finger as a stopper to control the 

flow. The more carefully you sprinkle, the more beautiful your design will be. Take your time! 

 

7. Light some candles 

In India, small clay oil lamps called diyas are used to light the Rangoli at night. You can also use votive 

candles. 

 

8. Sweep and start again! 

Rangoli is meant to be transient or temporary to help us remember that everything is always changing. 

In the morning, you can sweep away your old Rangoli and make a new one! 
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Did You Know? 

 

Wall murals, made with rice flour paste, decorate walls at Sabarmati Ashram where Gandhi spent his 

later years. Like Rangoli, Warli folk art has been practiced for thousands of years, but unlike the 

inherently transient Rangolis, Warli paintings are more permanent. 

 

Shruti Priya has lived in 10 different states of India and loves to explore connections 

between different cultures. 

 

Katherine Darrow is a writer, artist, and naturalist living in Phoenix, Arizona. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Calliope issue: India's Great Soul: Mahatma Gandhi, © 2013 ePals Publishing Company, published by ePals Media, 30 Grove Street, Suite C, Peterborough, NH 

03458. All RIghts Reserved. Used by Permission of the publisher. www.cobblestonepub.com 
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 “Fox and Wolf” (2 Pages) 
 “Fox and Wolf,” A Native-American Folktale  

 

Wolf was smart, but Fox was smarter. They 

lived in the same deep forest and chased the 

same animals for food. Fox and Wolf would 

nod as they passed each other on the animal 

paths but they stayed out of each other’s 

hunting grounds. Fox and Wolf were good 

neighbors but not good friends.  

 

One winter the cold moved in like an enemy. 

Wind beat against the tree trunks, and snow 

swirled around the bare branches.  

 

It was hard for Fox and Wolf to walk to their 

hunting grounds as the animal paths were 

filled with deep snow. The cold wind stung their eyes and made their noses ache. Fox and Wolf were 

hungry; all their usual food slept in the earth, warm and snug in mouse holes or chipmunk nests.  

 

One dark, cold day Fox saw a Mohawk Indian man trudging through the forest pulling a sled behind 

him. The sled held two long strings of fish.  

 

Fox licked his chops, thinking of those plump, tasty fish. How good they would be to eat! How good it 

would feel to sleep with a full belly tonight, when the sun pulled up her night blanket against the cold, 

and the forest filled with icy darkness. Fox hid behind a tree and thought and thought.  

 

Finally he said to himself, “I know how to get those fish, every last one of them.” 

 

Fox ran ahead of the man and found a tree in his path. Fox leaned against the trunk. “My leg! My leg!” 

he cried. “I’ve broken my leg!” 

 

The man hurried to the tree, pulling his sled behind him.  

 

“I’ve broken my leg,” Fox cried. “Help me, brother.” 

 

“A fox with a broken leg makes a very poor fox,” the man said. “He makes a better fur hat. I will take 

you home and make a warm fur hat out of you.” 
 

Image from: http://www.ForestWander.com 

Creative Commons 
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 “Fox and Wolf” 

 

The man placed the whimpering fox on the sled with the fish. He pushed through the windy forest for 

home, his snow shoes squeaking over the dry, feather-light snow. Fox lay on the sled, waiting.  

 

At the best moment for escape, Fox grabbed one string of fish and jumped off the sled. “Nothing tastes 

better than a string of fish on a cold winter’s day,” he yipped to the man. “You won’t get that fur hat 

today!” 

 

Fox raced into the deepest part of the forest. He sat by a tree and began to feast on his fish. Wolf came 

by.  

 

“Brother,” Wolf said, “nothing tastes better than a string of fish on a cold winter’s day. Perhaps you 

could give me some of your fish.” 

 

“No,” replied Fox, chomping on a fish. “I need all my fish today, but I’ll tell you how you can get some 

fish of your own.” 

 

Soon, Wolf lay against a tree, howling. “My leg! My leg!” he cried. “Help me.” 

 

The Mohawk man rushed through the forest toward Wolf, his second string of fish bumping behind 

him on the sled.  

 

“I’ve broken my leg,” Wolf howled. “Help me, brother.” 

 

“I’ve been tricked once today,” the Mohawk said angrily. “I won't be tricked again.” 

 

Fox watched from behind a tree as the man knelt to tie Wolf’s legs with a grapevine rope. At the best 

moment, Fox dashed out and grabbed the second string of fish. He ran for the safety of the woods as 

fast as he could.  

 

“Nothing tastes better than a second string of fish on a cold day,” Fox called behind him. “No fish or 

fox-fur hat for the likes of you two today!” 

 

 

 
Lemmon, L.D. Jack & Jill. Jan/Feb 1996, Vol. 58, Issue 1. 
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THE ÆSOP FOR CHILDREN 

The Project Gutenberg EBook of The Æsop for Children, by Æsop; Illustrator: Milo Winter 
 

This eBook is for the use of anyone anywhere at no cost and with 

almost no restrictions whatsoever.  You may copy it, give it away or 

re-use it under the terms of the Project Gutenberg License included 

with this eBook or online at www.gutenberg.org 

 
 

 

 

THE WOLVES AND THE SHEEP 

 

 

A pack of Wolves lurked near the Sheep pasture. But the Dogs kept 

them all at a respectful distance, and the Sheep grazed in 

perfect safety. But now the Wolves thought of a plan to trick the 

Sheep. 

 

"Why is there always this hostility between us?" they said. "If 

it were not for those Dogs who are always stirring up trouble, I 

am sure we should get along beautifully. Send them away and you 

will see what good friends we shall become." 

 

The Sheep were easily fooled. They persuaded the Dogs to go away, 

and that very evening the Wolves had the grandest feast of their 

lives. 

 

_Do not give up friends for foes._ 
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THE WOLF AND THE LAMB 

A stray Lamb stood drinking early one morning on the bank of a woodland stream. That very 

same morning a hungry Wolf came by farther up the stream, hunting for something to eat. He 

soon got his eyes on the Lamb. As a rule Mr. Wolf snapped up such delicious morsels without 

making any bones about it, but this Lamb looked so very helpless and innocent that the Wolf felt 

he ought to have some kind of an excuse for taking its life. 

"How dare you paddle around in my stream and stir up all the mud!" he shouted fiercely. "You 

deserve to be punished severely for your rashness!" 

"But, your highness," replied the trembling Lamb, "do not be angry! I cannot possibly muddy the 

water you are drinking up there. Remember, you are upstream and I am downstream." 

"You do muddy it!" retorted the Wolf savagely. "And besides, I have heard that you told lies 

about me last year!" 

"How could I have done so?" pleaded the Lamb. "I wasn't born until this year 

"If it wasn't you, it was your brother!" 

"I have no brothers." 

"Well, then," snarled the Wolf, "It was someone in your family anyway. But no matter who it 

was, I do not intend to be talked out of my breakfast." 

And without more words the Wolf seized the poor Lamb and carried her off to the forest. 

The tyrant can always find an excuse for his tyranny. 

The unjust will not listen to the reasoning of the innocent. 

 


