
GRADE 6 -- NYS Engage Text Modules Resource (copies) TeachingBooks Link 

6.1 The Lightning Thief / Rick Riordan  SNAP (55)  http://www.teachingbooks.net/qlsx7gi 

Shrouded In Myth / Jessica Fisher Neidl (Calliope 2002) PDF From Expeditionary Learning    

D’Aulaire’s Book of Greek Myths / Ingri and Edgar Parin D’Aulaire SNAP (2)  http://www.teachingbooks.net/qlae6o5 

Myths and Legends of Ancient Greece and Rome / E.M. Berens Gutenberg Project         Chapter:“Cronus (Saturn) 

“Prometheus and Pandora” A Book of Myths / Jean Lang Gutenberg Project 

“Moirae or Fates (Parcae)” Myths and Legends of Ancient Greece and Rome / E.M. Berens Gutenberg Project 

The Story of Medusa and Athena / Leanne Guenther Better Lesson 

Half a Hundred Hero Tales of Ulysses and the Men of Old / Nathaniel Hawthorne Gutenberg Project:  “Theseus Goes to Slay the Minotaur” 
Gutenberg Project: “Theseus and Ariadne” 

Key Elements of Mythology PDF From Expeditionary Learning 

The Hero’s Journey / Zachary Hamby (Excerpt) PDF From Expeditionary Learning 

The Golden Key PDF From Expeditionary Learning 

6.2a 
 

Bud, Not Buddy / Christopher Paul Curtis  SNAP (50 / 1 Audio)  http://www.teachingbooks.net/ql7shhp 

Steve Jobs, “Stanford University Commencement Address” speech You Tube 

President Barack Obama, “Back-to-School Speech”  The White House 

If / Rudyard Kipling Poetry Foundation 

6.2b Technically, It’s Not My Fault / John Grandits  http://www.teachingbooks.net/qlyqz88 

Blue Lipstick / John Grandits SNAP (10) http://www.teachingbooks.net/ql67tsm 

Good Masters! Sweet Ladies! Voices from a medieval Village / Laura Amy Schlitz SNAP (15) http://www.teachingbooks.net/qlx4fbk 

Middle Ages / Kenneth S. Cooper (New Book Of Knowledge Grolier Online) Excerpt PDF From Expeditionary Learning 

Middle Ages / (Britannica Student Encyclopedia) Excerpt PDF From Expeditionary Learning 

The Middle Ages for Kids: What Is a Fief?   Mr. Donn’s Social Studies Site 

The Middle Ages for Kids: The Manorial System & Common People Mr. Donn’s Social Studies Site 

Serfs in the Middle Ages / Simon Newman The Finer Times 

The Middle Ages for Kids: Life of the Nobility: Kings, Lords, Ladies, Knights Mr. Donn’s Social Studies Site 

Daily Life of a Noble Lord in the Middle Ages Mr. Donn’s Social Studies Site 

6.3a Dragonwings / Laurence Yep   SNAP (30 / 2 Audio)  http://www.teachingbooks.net/ql8igc3 

The Lost Garden / Laurence Yep  http://www.teachingbooks.net/qlm8aco 

Comprehending the Calamity / Emma M. Burke PDF From Expeditionary Learning      SFMuseum.net 

Eliza’s Pittsinger, “Poem of the Earthquake” SFGenealogy.com 
Scene 1: The Great Earthquake and Fires of 1906: A Dramatic Remembrance PDF From Expeditionary Learning 
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GRADE 6 -- NYS Engage Text Modules (con’t) Resource (copies) TeachingBooks Link 
6.3a 
Con’t 

Waking Up in a Nightmare PDF From Expeditionary Learning 

Photos: View from Laguna & Market Streets of the Great Fire Burning through the Mission District, 
& 16 Views of the Great Earthquake and Fire (Power Point) 

SFMuseum.net 

One boy’s Experience / Lloyd Head SFMuseum.net 

Casualties and Damage after the 1906 Earthquake, on USGS.gov  Earthquake.usgs.gov 

Photos: Area Destroyed by the Fire of April 18-21, 1906 ZPub.com/SF/History 

Sandy wreaks havoc across Northeast; at least 11 dead / Matt Smith, on CNN News.blogs.com 

The Great 1906 San Francisco Earthquake, on USGS.gov Earthquake.usgs.gov 

Timeline of the San Francisco Earthquake, April 18-23, 1906 / Gladys Hansen SFMuseum.net 

The San Francisco Earthquake, 1906 ; from Eyewitness to History Eyewitnesstohistory.com 

6.3b Flush / Carl Hiaasen SNAP (30) http://www.teachingbooks.net/qlpaujq 

World without fish / Mark Kurlansky SNAP (25) http://www.teachingbooks.net/ql6v4kf 

6.4 Frightful’s Mountain / Jean Craighead George SNAP (10) http://www.teachingbooks.net/qlsjzjh 

Welcome Back  PDF From Expeditionary Learning 

John Stossel – DDT, video You Tube 

The Exterminator / Kirsten Weir PDF From Expeditionary Learning 

DDT – Dichloro-diphenyl-trichloroethane , video Science Government of Canada 

Rachel Carson: Sounding the Alarm on Pollution / Robert W. Peterson PDF From Expeditionary Learning 

Rachel Carson: Environmentalist and Writer / Kathy Wilmore PDF From Expeditionary Learning 

Malaria Carrying Mosquito Crash Lands Due to His Insecticide / Adam Allie Science Heroes 

How DDT Harmed Hawks and Eagles / Gil Valo PDF From Expeditionary Learning (Excerpt) 
Science 360 (Full Article) 

Biological Energy-Here, Let Me Fix It! /  Utah Education Network 

A New Home for DDT / Donald Roberts PDF From Expeditionary Learning (Excerpt) 
New York Times (Full Article) 

Unit I:  Reading Closely for Textual Details:  The Wolf You Feed 

Unit II:  Making Evidence-Based Claims Unit: Steve Jobs 

Unit III:  Researching to Deepen Understanding Unit:  Prehistoric Art 

Unit IV:  Building Evidence-Based Arguments Unit:  Energy Crossroads 
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GRADE 6: MODULE 2B: UNIT 1: LESSON 2 

 “Middle Ages” Excerpt 1 (4 Pages) 

 

1.   The medieval period, known as the Middle Ages, covers nearly 1,000 years of European history. According 

to some historians, the era began in A.D. 476 when a German chieftain overthrew the last emperor of the 

Western Roman Empire. It lasted until about 1500, when the Renaissance, a period of tremendous 

innovation, became firmly established throughout western Europe.  

 

Medieval Life  

2.   Although Europe was politically divided in the Middle Ages, daily life did not vary greatly from one realm to 

the next. Medieval society was tightly structured. Many people lived their entire lives in one village or 

manor. They were born to a certain social position and stayed in that position. Those who wanted 

something more had few choices. For all but the wealthiest, life was extremely hard.  

 

The Manorial System 

3.   Medieval land holdings ranged from small estates called manors to huge fiefs as big as small countries. 

The lord of a large fief, such as a baron, might give individual manors to his knights, in exchange for their 

service. Those knights thus became lords of their own small manors. But they still owed allegiance to the 

baron.  

 

4.   A lord’s word was law on his manor. But knights and barons were often away, fighting battles. Much of the 

daily management of the manor fell to the lord’s wife. She oversaw planting, spinning, weaving, and other 

activities. She made sure servants did their jobs and ran the household smoothly. Often she also handled 

the household financial accounts.  

 

5.   But despite these responsibilities, women in medieval times had few rights. They were expected to obey 

their husbands and fathers in all things. Upper-class girls were married off early, as a way for powerful 

families to form alliances and build their wealth.  

 

6.   Most of the people on a feudal manor were peasants who spent their lives working in the fields. A great 

many of the peasants were serfs—that is, they were not free. Serfs could not leave their manor to try and 

find a better place. They belonged to the manor at which they were born and could move or change jobs 

only if their lord gave permission. The lords did not freely give away their serfs any more than they gave 

away their land or livestock. When a lord agreed to let one of his serfs marry a serf from another manor, he 

usually demanded a payment to make up for the loss.  

 

7.   Serfs led difficult lives. They had to till the land of the lord, as well as the strips in the manor fields in 

which they grew their own food. They knew little about the world and rarely met anyone from outside their 

village. They did not travel, nor could they read. 
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GRADE 6: MODULE 2B: UNIT 1: LESSON 2 

 “Middle Ages” Excerpt 1 

 

Glossary: 

era – a period of time that has certain qualities or events that happened 

land holding – ownership of land 

fief – an estate of land owned by someone 

allegiance – loyalty 

alliance – a union for mutual benefit 

feudal – owned by a lord or a baron with peasants and serfs working for him 

till the land – work on the land, preparing it for crops, then caring for the crops, then harvesting the crops. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cooper, Kenneth S. "Middle Ages." The New Book of Knowledge. Grolier Online, 2013. Web. 20 Aug. 2013 
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GRADE 6: MODULE 2B: UNIT 1: LESSON 4 

 “Middle Ages” Excerpt 2 
 

Town Life 

1.   There were few towns, particularly in northwestern Europe, during the early Middle Ages. The rule of the 

feudal lords discouraged trade, and towns lived by trade. Each lord collected a toll, for “protection,” from 

all merchants who came into his neighborhood. A merchant paid many such tolls in traveling from one 

land to another. For example, a merchant taking a boatload of goods down the Loire River from Orléans 

had to pay 74 different tolls. Needless to say, the many tolls made goods expensive and trade difficult even 

in times of peace. During the frequent private wars trade became still more risky.  

 

2.   As private wars became less frequent, trade became easier. Towns grew in both number and size. 

Townspeople were better off than the serfs, for they were free. But their position was beneath that of the 

lords. Thus the townspeople became known as the middle class.  

 

3.   Most townspeople were merchants and artisans. Some merchants were little more than peddlers 

carrying their packs from village to village. Others brought goods by ship, riverboat, or pack train from 

distant lands to sell in town markets and fairs.  

 

4.   As towns grew larger, some people opened shops stocked with goods bought from the traveling merchants. 

One shopkeeper might sell drugs and spices brought from distant lands. Another shop might have furs or 

fine cloth and carpets from the East. Towns also had butchers, bakers, and barbers. Artisans manufactured 

shoes, hats, cloth, ironware, and other goods in their workshops.  

 

5.   The right to do business in a town was a guarded privilege. The merchants and artisans banded together in 

special organizations for each trade or craft, called guilds. Only members of the guilds could sell goods or 

practice a trade within the town walls. Guild members all charged the same prices for the same quality 

work, and they limited the number of people permitted to follow a particular occupation. The 

shoemakers’ guild, for example, wanted to make sure that there were never more shoemakers in a 

particular town than could make a good living there.  
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GRADE 6: MODULE 2B: UNIT 1: LESSON 4 

 “Middle Ages” Excerpt 2 
 
 

The Role of the Church 

6.   Every town and almost every village in the Middle Ages had a church, where a priest conducted worship 

services, baptized babies, married young people, and buried the dead in the churchyard. In addition, the 

priests taught the children at least the most important Christian prayers and beliefs.  

 

7.   The church was also served by monks and nuns. Monks were men who lived together in a house called a 

monastery. They were under the rule of an abbot, and they devoted their lives mainly to prayer and 

religious service. The nuns were women who followed a similar life in houses usually called convents. 

Monks and nuns gave all of their property to the monastery or convent. They vowed never to marry and 

agreed to live under strict rules.  

 

8.   Some monks worked in the monastery’s fields, fed the poor who came to the monastery gate, or took care of 

travelers who asked for shelter. Others copied books in the monastery scriptorium, or writing room. Since 

there were no printing presses, all books had to be copied by hand. A few monks conducted schools where 

they taught boys to read and write Latin. It was necessary to learn Latin because both the Bible and the 

church services were in that language. Poetry and history were also written in Latin.  

 

Glossary: 

feudal lord – the master of an area of land and people who worked there 

toll – a charge for using a road, river, or bridge 

merchant – a businessman who sells things made by others 

artisan – a craftsman who makes something useful, like furniture 

peddler – someone who travels around selling things 

occupation – a job 

Latin – an old language 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cooper, Kenneth S. "Middle Ages." The New Book of Knowledge. Grolier Online, 2013. Web. 20 Aug. 2013 
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GRADE 6: MODULE 2B: UNIT 1: LESSON 6 

Serfs and Peasants Text 1: “The Peasant's Life” 

(2 Pages) 
About nine-tenths of the people were peasants—farmers or village laborers. A peasant village housed perhaps 

10 to 60 families. Each family lived in a simple hut made of wood or wicker daubed with mud and thatched 

with straw or rushes. Layers of straw or reeds covered the floor; often the peasants’ home included their pigs, 

chickens, and other animals. The bed was a pile of dried leaves or straw, and they used skins of animals for 

cover. A cooking fire of peat or wood burned day and night in a clearing on the dirt floor. The smoke seeped out 

through a hole in the roof or the open half of a two-piece door. The only furniture was a plank table on trestles, 

a few stools, perhaps a chest, and probably a loom for the women to make their own cloth. Every hut had a 

vegetable patch.  

 

Only a very small number of the peasants were free, independent farmers who paid a fixed rent for their land. 

The vast majority were serfs, who lived in a condition of dependent servitude. A serf and his descendants were 

legally bound to work on a specific plot of land and were subject to the will of the lord who owned that land. 

(Unlike slaves, however, they could not be bought and sold.) Serfs typically farmed the land in order to feed 

themselves and their families. They also had to work to support their lord. They gave about half their time to 

work in his fields, to cut timber, haul water, and spin and weave cloth for him and his family, to repair his 

buildings, and to wait upon his household. In war, the men had to fight at his side. Besides providing labor, 

serfs had to pay taxes to their lord in money or produce. They also had to give a tithe to the church—every 10th 

egg, sheaf of wheat, lamb, chicken, and all other animals.  

 

Peasants suffered from famines. Plagues depleted the livestock. Frosts, floods, and droughts destroyed the 

crops. Bursts of warfare ravaged the countryside as the lords burned each other’s fields and harvests. 

 

The peasants’ lot was hard, but most historians consider it little worse than that of peasants today. Because of 

the many holidays, or holy days, in the Middle Ages, peasants actually labored only about 260 days a year. They 

spent their holidays in church festivals, watching wandering troupes of jongleurs (jugglers, acrobats, 

storytellers, and musicians), journeying to mystery or miracle plays, or engaging in wrestling, bowling, 

cockfights, apple bobs, or dancing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
“Middle Ages.” Britannica Student Encyclopedia. Encyclopaedia Britannica Online Library Edition, 2013. Web. 20 Aug. 2013. 

http://library.eb.com/kids/comptons/article-9275833 
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GRADE 6: MODULE 2B: UNIT 1: LESSON 6 

Lords and Ladies Text 1: “Castle Life” 

 

Supported by the labor and taxes of the peasants, the lord and his wife would seem to have had a comfortable 

life. In many ways they did, even though they lacked many of the comforts of modern society. 

  

The lords owned large self-sufficient estates called manors, which included the land worked by the serfs. The 

manor houses, where the lords lived, were often protected with defensive works. About the 12th century these 

palisaded, fortified manorial dwellings began to give way to stone castles. Some of these, with their great outer 

walls and courtyard buildings, covered perhaps 15 acres and were built for defensive warfare.  

 

At dawn the watchman atop the donjon (main tower) blew a blast on his bugle to awaken the castle. After 

breakfast the nobles attended mass in the castle chapel. The lord then took up his business. He might first have 

heard the report of an estate manager. If a discontented or ill-treated serf had fled, doubtless the lord would 

order retainers to bring him back—for serfs were bound to the lord unless they could evade him for a year and a 

day. The lord would also hear the petty offenses of peasants and fine the culprits or perhaps sentence them to a 

day in the pillory (a wooden frame that secured a person’s head and arms, causing physical discomfort and 

exposing the person to public ridicule and abuse). Serious deeds, such as poaching or murder, were legal 

matters for the local court or royal “circuit” court. (See below “Crime and Punishment.”) 

  

The lady of the castle, or chatelaine, had many duties. She inspected the work of her large staff of servants. She 

saw that her spinners, weavers, and embroiderers furnished clothes for the castle and rich vestments for the 

clergy. She and her ladies also helped to train the pages, well-born boys who came to live in the castle at the age 

of seven. For seven years pages were schooled in religion, music, dancing, riding, hunting, and some reading, 

writing, and arithmetic. At the age of 14 they became squires. 
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