
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FULTON  COUNTY SCHOOLS’ COMMON REOPENING AGREEMENT 

 

PREFACE: All Ohio schools closed for the remainder of the school calendar beginning on March 16,                
2020, by order of the Governor and the Ohio Department of Health Director in response to the                 
COVID 19 pandemic. On July 2, 2020 Governor DeWine released the Reset & Restart Planning               
Guide for Schools and this Agreement was created with those recommendations in mind. This              
Agreement is the result of collaboration among the seven Fulton County superintendents and the              
Fulton County Health Commissioner. 

 
These general principles will guide each school district as they move forward with reopening schools               
throughout Fulton County: 

 
1.   Each school district will implement safety protocols as realistically as possible. 
2. Each school district will work closely with the Fulton County Health Department to promote               

safety in each school building.  
3. Daily Health Assessments: Students and personnel are expected to take their own            

temperature before reporting to school and to stay home if above 100F or if experiencing               
other symptoms. Additional health monitoring at school may occur due to an increased risk of               
COVID-19 in our community. 

4. Each school district will be transparent with all stakeholders that some level of risk will always                
be present when children and school district employees occupy school district facilities. 

5. School districts recognize the need for consistency in areas of operations while recognizing             
that individual differences in classroom sizes, school facilities, and building operations may            
lead to some inconsistencies. 

6.  School districts are planning to maintain their previously-approved school calendars with           
some possible professional development adjustments. 



These principles will be common to all Fulton County public school districts: 
 

 

Communications when a student/staff member has been diagnosed with a COVID 19 positive case 
● Communication will be developed by the Fulton County Health Department, not the school             

district.  A common template will be developed to include the following: 
○ Communication will be shared per Health Department protocol.  
○ The school district will cooperate with the Health Department’s work in contact tracing             

and quarantine requirements. 
○ The Fulton County Health Department, consistent with statewide protocols, will define           

what is considered “exposure”  to COVID 19. 
 

Food Service 
● All districts will offer food service. Logistics will be determined by each district and school               

building in order to maximize social distancing.  Additionally, the following will take place: 
○ Individual condiment packets will be used. 
○ Cafeterias will be seated at reduced capacity. 
○ Students will be encouraged to sanitize their hands before and after lunch. 
○ Cafeterias will be sanitized between lunch periods. 
○ Traditional meal options will be served. 

 
Classroom Occupancy 

● Districts will inform parents that safety protocols are in place but any student who attends               
school will incur some level of risk. Districts will decrease the likelihood of infection with               
hygiene, cleaning, and safety procedures, but being in a public place has a certain level of risk                 
that cannot be eliminated. 

● Students will be encouraged to sanitize their hands before and after classes. 
● Classroom occupancy will be determined based on each individual circumstance with the            

maximum amount of safety considerations possible. 
 
Face Coverings 

● Face coverings are recommended and encouraged for all students. Face coverings are 
required for all staff when in close proximity to other people.  Face coverings may become 
required due to increased risk of COVID-19 in our community.  
 

Online learning 
● School districts will offer online learning for parents who do not choose to send their child to                 

school. 
● Parents may choose two options:  

   1. Send their child to school (assume some level of risk), or 
     2. Choose online learning. 

● Students will not be permitted to come in and out of online learning based on district                
guidelines. 

 
 
 



 
Visitors/Volunteers/Parties: 

● There are different levels of school visitors, and each district will make decisions for each               
situation. 

○ Visitors are discouraged from being in school district facilities during school hours. 
○ Safety precautions will be implemented for all visitors. 

 
Transportation 

● Fulton County districts will allow two students per seat and in some instances three students if 
the children are younger and therefore smaller. 

● Districts will attempt to seat siblings together. 
● Seating charts are recommended to assist with contact tracing if that is needed. 
● Face coverings are recommended and encouraged for all students.  Face coverings are 

required for drivers when in close proximity to other people. Face coverings may become 
required due to increased risk of COVID-19 in our community. 

● In the event State policies require school districts to use alternative schedules, districts may              
adopt minimum requirements for transportation to reduce the number of students who are             
eligible for school district transportation. 

 
Recess 

● School districts will make every effort to maintain consistency with other safety procedures. 
● Students will be encouraged to sanitize their hands before and after recess. 

 
Start and End of School Day 

● Measures will be taken to prevent students from congregating before and after school. 
 

Field Trips 
● Classroom based field trips will not take place until further guidance is provided. 

 
The Fulton County Schools’ Common Reopening Agreement is subject to change throughout the             
school year during the COVID-19 pandemic. If mandated, districts are prepared to implement             
alternative learning environments.  
 
 
Dr. Jayson Selgo, Superintendent - Archbold Area Schools 
Mr. Eric Smola, Superintendent - Evergreen Local Schools 
Dr. Angela Belcher, Superintendent - Fayette Local School District 
Dr. Steve Switzer, Superintendent - Pettisville Schools 
Dr. Ted Haselman, Superintendent - Pike-Delta-York Local School District 
Mr. Chris Lake, Superintendent - Swanton Local School District 
Mr. Troy Armstrong, Superintendent - Wauseon Exempted Village School District 
Mrs. Kim Cupp, RS, MPH, Health Commissioner - Fulton County Health Department 
 



 

July 6, 2020 

 

 

Dear Members of the Pike-Delta-York Local School District: 

 

The Pike-Delta-York Local District continues to closely follow the news and guidance concerning 

COVID-19 and will follow the guidelines established by the Fulton County Health Department to 

promote safety. These include any guidelines that apply to the opening of school buildings for 

students in the fall. All Fulton County Superintendents met on June 24, 2020 to discuss current 

guidance as it relates to schools re-opening, and created the Fulton County Schools’ Common 

Reopening Agreement. This Agreement was reviewed by the Fulton County Health 

Commissioner.  The Pike-Delta-York Local School District will reopen this fall following the 

common protocols outlined in the Fulton County Schools’ Common Reopening Agreement along 

with the many additional safety protocols outlined below. In addition to the Fulton County 

Schools’ Common Reopening Agreement, these added safety measures should ensure a safe 

opening of the 2020-2021 school year. 

 

Classroom Occupancy:   

All school buildings in the District have been equipped with hand sanitizer stations. Sanitizer 

dispensers can be found in the main entry of each school building, in each classroom, and in each 

cafeteria. Students will be expected to use hand sanitizer each time they enter or exit a classroom 

and as they move through the cafeteria line. Staff are expected to use hand sanitizer when entering 

and exiting these spaces as well.  Student desks will be spaced-out to the best of the District’s 

ability for increased social distancing. Additional sanitation will take place to disinfect high touch 

areas in classrooms and throughout the buildings.   

 

Food Service:  

PDY’s Food Service Department will continue to offer the same breakfast and lunch meal options 

for students. These options include hot cooked meals as well as grab-and-go options.  All district 

lunchrooms are equipped with hand sanitizer stations and students will be expected to use the 

station before and after eating.  The lunchrooms will be sanitized before and after each use.  The 

self-serve student condiment stations will be replaced with individual condiment packets and 

disposable utensils and serving trays will be used. 

 

Transportation 

School buses and vans used to transport students will be sanitized before each route. 

 

Online Learning: 

Parents not wishing to have their child participate in face-to-face, on-site learning may choose an 

online option to be completed from home.  Any parent choosing to have their child participate in 

online learning will agree to one semester at a time. Students will not be permitted to come in and 

out of online learning and face-to-face learning. Students who are participating in the online 



 

 

learning option will be enrolled in the Panther Virtual Academy (PVA), which offers strictly 

online-based instruction and no classroom teacher. This online option is NOT the same as the 

District’s Distance Learning Plan implemented last spring, the spring of 2020. The district will not 

provide a school-issued device to students enrolled in PVA.  Parents wishing to explore this option 

should contact the Board of Education Office. 

 

Visual reminders for responsible COVID-prevention protocols will be used in each building as an 

added resource and the above safety practices should become routine for students and staff. The 

District will be ready to implement practices from the Distance Learning Period, implemented last 

spring, should Governor Mike DeWine, the Ohio Department of Health, or the Fulton County 

Health Department make that decision. 

 

The District will continue to follow pre-COVID health practices for all student illnesses, including 

requiring students with a fever to be fever-free without the use of medication for 24 hours before 

returning to school. We stress common sense when making these decisions; any student who is 

not feeling well should stay home. 

 

The Pike-Delta-York Local School District will continue to keep student safety at the forefront of 

District decisions and the District will continue these important efforts.  We appreciate the 

continued support from our parents, students, and staff and look forward to the safe return of 

students to our buildings. In the meantime, we continue to stress good illness prevention 

techniques, including good handwashing and thorough cleaning practices.  

 

Please enjoy the remaining days of summer. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Ted Haselman, Ed.D. 

Superintendent 

 
 
 


