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A few months ago, I wrote a 
column for this paper called 
Five Impressive Men. Today 
my list is about Five Impres-

sive Women. These ladies are part of 
our area’s fabric that contributes to 
who we are, what we do and how we 
succeed together.

Congratulations 
to these five, and 
many others like 
them in our area. 
And thank you!

Helen K. B. 
Rees: Helen is one 
of those people so 
important to any 
small community. 
She is a doer, she 
is a motivator and 
she is a person 
who gets results. I 
put Helen on this 
list not only for 
her own contri-
butions, but as a 
representative of 

all the women who, perhaps behind 
the scenes, keep the faith, preserve 
the past and plan for the future. No 
better example of this is how Helen 
and a small cadre of women (they call 
themselves “mothers” and “sisters”) 
keep history alive at the Swart-Wilcox 
House in Oneonta. They tend it like 
it is their own home and have made 
it (Oneonta’s oldest house) one of 
our area’s great historical landmarks. 
Her work with other small groups of 
women, such as the Oneonta chapter 
of the DAR, stands as an inspiration 
for all women in the area to get up, 
get involved and join an organization. 
Well done, Helen Rees!

Michelle Childress Osterhoudt: 
How lucky we are to have this 
dynamic woman in our Oneonta area. 
A 20-year career as a teacher, an 
Oneonta city councilwoman, educa-
tion administrator, vice president of 
the Oneonta chapter of the NAACP, 
social justice advocate, possessor of a 
big heart. Do not get in this woman’s 
way if she is on a mission. She follows 
her righteous compass to the horizon 
and beyond. I myself have ridden in a 
bus with her on a long, lonely journey 
to stand on a mountaintop in Dela-
ware County, shoulder to shoulder 
with our fellow residents who found 
themselves threatened by outside 
forces. I have seen her in action. Yes, 
how lucky we are.

Carol Mandigo: Carol has touched 
so many aspects of life in the City of 
the Hills. Whether teaching through 
her puppet mastery, heading up some 
of the largest citywide events like 
the Hometown 4th of July, or gracing 
our fair city with the beauty of her 
artwork, Carol is an important part 
of life in Oneonta and she is a very 
impressive woman. If you doubt it, go 
and see the magic she created on the 
exterior walls of the Oneonta History 
Center. Brilliant!

Erin Insinga: For various reasons, 
the COVID pandemic has hit our 
area animal shelters hard. Erin is the 
director of the small Delaware Valley 
Humane Society shelter near Sidney. 
If there is a harder-working woman, a 
fiercer animal activist than she, I have 
yet to find them. If you are the owner 
of a thirsty dog chained up out back 
on a beastly hot summer day, the next 
vehicle that you hear pulling into your 
driveway could be Erin. If you are 
operating an evil, hidden dog-fighting 
training camp in our mountains, Erin 
will gather up a posse and hunt you 
down. If you are a little piggy who 
has escaped from an area livestock 
auction, Erin will find you in the 
neighborhood and make sure you are 
safe. All of these events, and a hun-
dred others, have actually happened 
because of this impressive woman. 
Thank you, Erin, from all your furry 
friends.

Leslie Ann Parmerter: I have had 
the great pleasure of working with 
this woman for more than a quarter 
century. Leslie Ann has been on the 
air at WZOZ radio in Oneonta doing 
mornings longer than any other 
female in Oneonta radio history. She 
has given tirelessly of her talents 
throughout the community. She has 
emceed dozens of events, promoted 
thousands of nonprofit activities, 
and put a smile on the face of her 
large legion of radio followers every 
morning for over a generation. I am 
lucky to call her colleague and friend; 
Oneonta is blessed to have this local 
broadcast legend on the air every day.

I’ll catch you in two…
 “Big Chuck” D’Imperio’s morning 

radio show can be heard weekdays 
from 6 to 10 a.m. on WDOS-AM 730 
in Otsego County, WDLA-AM 1270 
in Delaware County and WCHN-AM 
970 in Chenango County.  All of his 
columns can be found at www.thedaily-
star.com/opinion/columns.

Cheers to these 
local women who 

make us proud

I WAS JUST 
THINKING

‘Big Chuck’
D’Imperio
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From left, Omonike Akinyemi as Othello, Michael Henrici as Iago and Carl Loewenguth as Cassio are shown in this 2018 picture of a production
of ‘Othello’ at the Fenimore Art Museum’s Lucy B. Hamilton Amphitheater.

A play more than 400 years old will be 
viewed with modern eyes this week as Glim-
mer Globe Theatre will hold a conversa-
tion about William Shakespeare’s “Othello,” 
reexamining the tragedy in light of the Black 
Lives Matter movement.  

“Speak of Me as I Am: Examining Race in 
Othello,” will be presented via social media 
at 6 p.m. Friday, Aug. 7. The one-hour conver-
sation will precede the 7 p.m. streaming of a 
2018 production of the play, which was pro-
duced by Glimmer Globe and Fenimore Art 
Museum at the Lucy B. Hamilton Amphithe-
ater, just outside Cooperstown in the town 
of Otsego. 

According to a media release, Omonike 
Akinyemi, who starred as Othello in the 2018 
production; Danielle Henrici, who played 
Desdemona; and Michael Henrici, who 
played Iago and directed the production; will 
“discuss the historical context of the play’s 
origin, its fraught history as an early theatri-
cal depiction of people of color and what it 
means to produce and interpret such a text in 
our worldwide moment of racial reckoning.”

“This drama really could exist today,” 
Akinyemi told The Daily Star during a phone 
interview Thursday, July 29. “You have an 
inter-racial couple, the father does not like 
him. The story has a lot of modern ramifica-
tions.”

An actor and a dancer who lives in Fort 
Plain, Akinyemi had worked with Glimmer 
Globe before being asked to take on Othello. 
She said she had an extra layer of work to do, 
as a woman playing Othello, a Moorish war 
hero in Venice.

It was a hard transition, she said, for many 

reasons. One of them was the history of the 
role.

“One of the things we will talk about is that 
for the first 300 years, Othello wasn’t played 
by a black person,” Akinyemi said. “He was 
played by white actors.” 

Danielle Henrici started Glimmer Globe 
Theatre in 2010 and is its co-artistic direc-
tor, with her husband, Michael. Over the past 
decade, they have often picked shows with 
challenging themes worthy of discussion 
in modern times, including “The Crucible” 
by Arthur Miller and “The Taming of The 
Shrew” by Shakespeare. 

Henrici told The Daily Star on Thursday, 
July 29, that she views Shakespeare’s work as 
powerful, complicated and “stunningly rel-
evant” in the modern world.

“There’s no question Shakespeare’s 
works are problematic in terms of race,” she 
said, “but he was writing 400 years ago. 

“That is why we are having this conversa-
tion,” she said. “As painful as it is, it is great 
we are having these conversations right now. 
I think we would be really amiss if we did not 
have this conversation when we put Shake-
speare online.” 

In “Othello,” the Moorish hero is undone 
by jealousy, betrayed by his supposed friend, 
Iago, who plants a rumor about Othello’s 
wife, Desdemona, cheating on him.   

“He is vulnerable to this baiting,” Henrici 
said. “There are a lot of questions about why 
was Othello so vulnerable to Iago’s baiting. 
There are so many answers, but race is cer-
tainly one of those answers.” 

“Imagine playing Othello,” Akinyemi said. 
“You think, ‘Good God, you have such a 
strong mind. How can you fall for Iago’s non-
sense?’ But it is because Iago is pushing those 
buttons.” 

Mike Tamburrino, the director of perform-
ing arts for Fenimore Art Museum and its 
sister museum, The Farmers’ Museum, said 
the conversation will place the play in the 
context of the history of England and the
world when Shakespeare wrote it, which 
is believed to be 1603.

“‘Othello’ is somewhat unrepresentative of
plays at its time,” Tamburrino said. “People
of color were almost never the protagonist of
a play in the Western universe at that time.”

Tamburrino said one of the hard things
about “Othello” is reconciling how revolu-
tionary it was to have a person of color as the
lead character in a play with the idea that an
actor of color wasn’t usually playing the lead
role in that play. 

“There is an element, too, of continuing to 
present this play as a way of allowing actors
of color to regain the literature in a way that
for so many centuries has been barred for
them,” he said. 

“I am as excited for this to be discussed
as I was to play the part,” Akinyemi said. “I
thought at the time, ‘it would be nice to have 
more of a conversation about the play with
the audience about what they are seeing.’ So 
our discussion will focus on what we did not
get to talk about with the audience.” 

The conversation and play can be viewed
on the social media platforms for Fenimore 
Art Museum and Glimmer Globe Theatre.

The 2020 virtual series, proposed in 
response to the coronavirus shutting down
theater, isn’t the same as theaters filled with
audience members, but it has filled a void for
a lot of performers, Tamburrino said. 

“I am glad we have these recordings and
can continue to share them,” he said. 

Greg Klein, staff writer, can be reached at
gklein@thedailystar.com or 607-441-7218.

‘Othello’ to be examined, presented by local artists
By Greg Klein

Staff Writer

Parents and guardians of children in the 
Charlotte Valley, Sidney, Unatego and Wal-
ton school districts can worry less about 
keeping kids fed this summer.

In late May, in response to the pandemic 
caused by COVID-19, the New York State 
Office of Temporary and Disability Assis-
tance announced $884 million in federal 
funding for New Yorkers with school-aged 
children previously receiving free and 
reduced-price meals.

Krista Hesdorfer, a child nutrition pro-
grams specialist with Hunger Solutions 
New York, said the nonprofit organization is 
“helping to raise awareness” of the funding. 
Application to the program is not required, 
she said, and families will receive $420 per 
eligible child in the form of a debit-style 
“Pandemic EBT” card.

“This was a new crisis response program 
authorized through the Families First Coro-
navirus Response Act and is being admin-
istered at the federal level by the USDA and 
at the state level by the Office of Tempo-
rary and Disability Assistance,” she said. 
“Because (the cards) are being issued auto-
matically, a lot of families may not realize 
the benefits are coming, so we want to help 
people understand what to expect.”

Eligibility, Hesdorfer said, is child-specific, 
though all students in Community Eligibility 
Provision districts, such as Charlotte Valley, 
Sidney, Unatego and Walton, will automati-
cally receive the benefits.

“It is true that all students that attend 
CEP schools will qualify for P-EBT, because 
all those schools qualify for free meals,” 
she said, “but you don’t have to be attend-
ing a CEP school to get this benefit. It only 
depends on if the child was eligible for free 
or reduced lunch at the time of the school 
closures.”

Hesdorfer estimated that 2.1 million New 

York children, primarily from kindergarten 
through 12th grade, but including some uni-
versal pre-K students and older, develop-
mentally challenged students, will receive 
P-EBT cards.

Families enrolled in Supplemental Nutri-
tion Assistance Program or Medicaid will 
have seen the funds automatically depos-
ited to their benefit cards, Hesdorfer said, 
while others not enrolled in those programs 
but still eligible or in participating districts 
will receive their P-EBT cards in the mail 
“through August.”

“There is still a need to inform families 
across the board that may not realize the 
benefit is on those cards, especially the 
households that received it on their Medic-
aid card, because that’s not the card normal-
ly associated with food benefits,” she said. 
“There is a significant number of people 
receiving their card in August and they’ll 
be getting two mailings: a notice from the 
Office of Temporary and Disability Assis-
tance and the other will include the card 
with the P-EBT benefits.”

The funds, Hesdorfer said, help more than 
just recipients.

“It’s such a significant benefit for families, 
but it’s also really good for local economies,” 
she said. “We’re bringing federal dollars into 
New York state.

“We’re encouraging everyone who 
receives the benefit to use it,” she said. “The 
benefits will be available for one year after 
being issued, so that’s another thing we’re 
making sure families know. Even if you’re in 
a good spot right now, the benefits may be 
helpful later on, given all of the economic 
uncertainty.”

Maureen Blanchard, project director with 
Creating Healthy Schools and Communities, 
which works with Charlotte Valley, Sidney, 
Unatego and Walton, said local districts 
were required to submit student information 
to the state Department of Education Child 
Nutrition Program “about a month ago.”

“(Recipients) are going to get a letter 
in the mail with a benefit card that gives
(them) $420 per child that (they) have in 
school, to spend on nutrition for the sum-
mer,” she said. “(The letter) will have the
child’s name and date of birth and you’ll 
need the child’s date of birth as part of the 
PIN number to use with the card.”

Hungersolutions.org notes that cardhold-
ers cannot give their card to another person 
or household. The P-EBT cards can be used
in tandem with other nutrition programs, 
including SNAP and WIC. Like other food
assistance programs, Blanchard said, the
P-EBT funds must be used specifically.

“You can’t buy a roast chicken from the
deli, but you can buy chicken,” she said, “and
canned goods, milk, and yogurt; so, you just 
can’t buy prepared food or paper products.”

Blanchard encouraged families who
receive P-EBT cards but truly don’t need the
extra help to give back.

“If … you get the money and you don’t 
need it, let’s support local food pantries and 
get food into them,” she said. “(Cardhold-
ers) can use the cards and buy food and
donate to local food pantries. They cannot 
give the card to the food pantry, but they can 
donate the food.”

Because pandemic-related need among
food pantries is varied, Hesdorfer said, 
potential donors should call food pantries 
before donating.

“If a family is so inclined and wants to
make a donation to a food pantry, that’s a
lovely thing to do,” she said, “but contact
the food pantry first and make sure they do 
need donations and (ask) specifically what
they need.”

For more information on the program 
and eligibility, visit hungersolutionsny.org/
PEBT. For questions following receipt of the
P-EBT card, call the Office of Temporary
and Disability Assistance helpline at 1-833-
452-0096 or email otda.sm.eisp.PEBT@
otda.ny.gov.

Hungry family? ‘Pandemic EBT’ card can provide relief
By Allison Collins 

Contributing Writer


