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Dear Parents and Staff, hamiltoncountyhealth.org

This letter is to notify you that a student who attends Montgomery Elementary School, in the second grade class, has been
diagnosed with Pertussis (whooping cough). In order to contain the spread of this infection, we are asking parents to
monitor your child(ren) for symptoms, keep your child(ren) home and take your ill child(ren) to a physician for testing and
treatment if you observe any signs or symptoms of Pertussis. Please take this letter with you when you go to your
physician. The period of observing your child related to this exposure ends 11/18/2013.

Early signs of Pertussis are similar to that of a common cold, with runny nose, sneezing and mild cough. After one to two
weeks, the cough becomes more severe and spasmodic. People can infect others from the time they begin to have
cold-like symptoms until three weeks after the coughing episodes begin. Adults and children who have had their DPT
immunizations may have a milder disease. However, pertussis can cause serious illness with sometimes fatal
complications in young infants and persons with pre-existing respiratory disease. Un-immunized persons are also at-risk
and should consult with their physicians.

A person with Pertussis is infectious for five days after they begin antibiotics. The Ohio Administrative Code (OAC
3701-3-13 (R)), states that “A person with Pertussis... if effective antimicrobial therapy is given... shall be isolated for five
days after initiation of antimicrobial therapy.” This means that if your child is diagnosed with Pertussis, s/he must remain at
home and may not attend school, daycare or other activities until five full days of antibiotics are given. Law requires that
the local health department complete a full investigation when results are positive for certain infectious diseases such as
Pertussis in order to prevent further spread.

When you consult your physician, you may wish to ask if it is time to receive a new combined pertussis and tetanus
booster (Tdap) that is available for adults and children over age 11 years. This is especially important for women of
child-bearing age to prevent them from infecting their newborn child.

The school is taking all precautions as recommended by the Health Department.

If you or your doctor has any questions, you can contact me at Hamilton County Public Health’s Division of Epidemiology
at (513) 946-7849 / 7887.

Respectfully,
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Amy Heath, BSN / Nadia Ruffin, BS Linda Overbeck, Principal
Communicable Disease Investigators Susan Linton, School Nurse (513)686-1733
Montgomery Elementary School
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